stereoisomer as the result of a stereocontrolled SNi reaction. Such acyclization process is allowed by the Baldwin's rules [5] , but the occurrence of seven-membered rings from intramolecular epoxide ring-opening appears rather low [3, 6, 7] .
Discussion
The 7-membered ring adopted a very distorded conformation characterized by a pseudo twofold axis passing through C7 and the midpoint of the C3-N4 bond: AC 2 (C7) = 18.5° but also by a mirror plane through C6 and the midpoint of the double bond AC S = 23.7° [8] . The hydroxyl group is hydrogen-bonded with the ring oxygen of a neighbour molecule 026-H26-025 (-x, y, 1-z), O-O = 2.874(4) Ä, H-O = 2.06 (2) A, O-H-O = 155(1)°. The same hydroxyl is probably also involved in a intramolecular H-bond similar to that observed in W-benzhydryl-2-( 1 '-hydroxyethyl)-6-phenyl -5,6-dehydromorpholin-3-one [1] . The distances are as follows: 026-025 = 2.683(4) Ä, H-0 = 2.26(2) Ä. 
Source of material
In the previous paper [1], we have described one of the products obtained when treating N-(benzhydryl)-N-(phenacyl) (2/?,3/?)-ds-2,3-epoxy-butyramide with lithium carbonate in dimethylformamide at 372 Κ [2] . The desired ß-lactam was formed in medium yield, and accompanied with side-products resulting from intramolecular O-alkylation processes [3] . In order to favour the desired C-alkylation reaction of the enolate intermediate, leading to the four-membered ring, we considered the new precursor N-(benzhydryl)-N-(pivaloylmethyl)(2/?,3/?)-ci.s-2,3-epoxy-butyramide in which the benzoyl moiety has been replaced with a pivaloyl group; both steric and electronic factors should increase the C-alkylation ratio [4] . This was experimentally confirmed. However, the O-alkylation products were still formed in low yields [2] , A careful column-chromatography allowed the separation of the side-products and their analysis by NMR [2] . The structure of the titled compound was fully confirmed by the X-ray diffraction analysis of crystals formed by slow evaporation from a solution of ethanol; it is a single 
